
The Taliban War on Education for Women and Girls
 A Timeline

Since the Taliban seized Afghanistan in August 2021, Afghan women and girls have been subject to an ever-
increasing litany of human rights violations and almost total erasure from public life. Most notable among these are 
the numerous restrictions on their fundamental right to education, which has far-reaching economic, developmental, 
health consequences.

August 2021 September 2021

Co-education is banned, and male 
educators are prohibited from teaching 
girls and women

Girls over age 12 years are banned from 
attending school
Women are banned from attending and 
teaching at Kabul University

February 2022 October 2022

Universities are ordered to enforce 
gender segregated classrooms

Female students are locked in university 
dorms to prevent them from participating in 
protests
Hundreds of female students are expelled 
from primary school for appearing to be “too 
old” to legally attend
Women are prohibited from choosing 
agriculture, mining, civil engineering, 
veterinary medicine, and journalism as their 
study majors on the grounds that it is in the 
best interests of girls
Male teachers and students are ordered 
to sign a pledge to observe Sharia law in 
schools and universities

August 2022

September 2022 December 2022

Religious subjects are made mandatory in 
universities
Female university students are ordered to 
cover their faces in classrooms
Female university students are banned from 
traveling to access higher education without 
a male escort

Female students are banned from 
taking videos and photos on university 
campuses

A total ban on women attending university, 
college or any form of higher education is 
announced
Newspapers report a ban on girls aged 6 
to 12 attending primary school, effectively 
closing every level of education to female 
students. Girls at some schools are turned 
away at gunpoint.



The Cost of Denying Education to Women and Girls

The denial of the right to education is a key driver of Afghanistan’s refugee crisis. Many families are leaving 
the country so that their children can access education elsewhere. Afghanistan’s human capital will further 
deteriorate, and the country is already struggling with a severe shortage of medical professionals, engineers, 

scientists, managers, and other specialists. 

The Taliban’s draconian policies, especially those restricting girls’ and women’s education, have isolated it from 
the world. Trade and investment has been withdrawn, and the economy has contracted significantly, with the 

UNDP estimating an economic loss of $1.5 billion USD since August, 2021.
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Educated mothers are more 
than 2.7 times less likely to die 
in childbirth than uneducated 
women.

2.7
times less 

Rates of depression and suicidal thoughts are soaring among women and girls, just as they did under the 
previous Taliban regime in the 1990s.

Under Taliban rule

97% of women showed signs of major depression.

62% reported a decline in access to any form of 
health care.

is the estimated cost to 
Afghanistan’s economy of 
denying women and girls 
education.

$5.4 
billion USD

Before August 2021, 28% 
of Afghan women and girls 
were already married before 
age 18. This number is rising 
dramatically as education is 
closed to them.

28%
married before age 18

A woman’s earnings increase 
by up to 36% when they 
have completed at least 
one year of post-secondary 
education. 

36% 
A woman’s earnings


