
In This Election, Ask How Leaders Plan to Respond to The Crisis in Afghanistan

Use the template below to send a letter to your MP. Feel free to adapt it. Find your local MP name
and contact information here: https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en

Dear Mr./Ms. [MP name],

I am a constituent in your [location of] riding. Like many Canadians, I am considering how to place my
vote in the upcoming election, and am looking for real leadership in my elected officials.

A humanitarian crisis is unfolding in Afghanistan. Hundreds of thousands of lives are at stake. Having
been part of the NATO mission in Afghanistan, Canada has a responsibility to exercise every possible
avenue to evacuate as many Afghans as possible. Real leadership means focusing on this issue 24/7,
and using every resource available to cut bureaucratic red tape and help Afghans get out of Afghanistan
and to safety. This is what voters want to see, and this is what I will be watching when I consider how to
place my vote. Like many Canadians I expect my elected officials to demonstrate strong leadership,
which is why I am reaching out to political candidates asking what they are doing to address the issue in
Afghanistan. What are your plans to support the efforts detailed below?

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan have identified key steps to help those whose lives are in
danger (see below). They will be familiar to you. I hope to see more leadership in the precious days
ahead.

Yours,

[name]
[address]

● Assistance with securing visas for safe transit from Afghanistan to Pakistan, including for Afghans who
do not have passports.
● Work regionally with partners and the UNHCR to ensure that the lists of accepted forms of
documentation and identification needed to cross borders, enter safe third countries and travel onwards
to Canada is as expansive as possible, given that the Afghan Government’s Passport Office is now
closed indefinitely and in light of reports of the Taliban confiscating passports.
● Engage with the Government of Pakistan to allow monitors from the UNHCR to observe the two border
crossings between Afghanistan and Pakistan and ensure that the governments of both countries are
allowing Afghans to safely leave Afghanistan.
● Resume its evacuation plan for approved Special Immigration visa holders to reach Canada from a
departure point in Pakistan.
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