
The Shafia/Mohammad Memorial Education Fund
for Afghan Women and Girls

About the Fund
The Shafia/Mohammad Memorial Education Fund for Afghan Women and Girls is
a fund established in memory of three young sisters (Zainab Shafia, age 19,
Sahar Shafia, age 17, and Geeti Safia, age 13) and Rona Amir Mohammad, who
were all murdered on June 30, 2009 in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. The funds
have initially been contributed by members of the Kingston community as a way
to honour the memories of these women, to draw attention to the devastating
impact of violence against women, and to leave a modest but positive legacy in
the wake of a tragedy.

Criteria
● The Fund has been established to support women’s or girls’ access to

education in Afghanistan.
● Selected nominees may receive a grant of up to 25,000 Afs.
● Grants are to support study in Afghanistan. Study outside of the country is

not eligible.
● Grants may be used for study in any accredited educational institution at

the following levels: secondary or tertiary, including university, college or
vocational study. Support for a nominee at elementary level may be
considered in very exceptional circumstances.

● Grants may be used to cover direct education costs, not limited to the
following: tuition and fees, books and materials, specialized equipment or
supplies (such as laboratory materials or tools), transportation costs,
translation services, tutoring, research, uniforms, computer or computer
peripherals.

Eligibility
● Nominations are normally for individuals though consideration can be

given for provision of support for a grouping.
● Nominees must be female citizens of Afghanistan and must be currently

residing in Afghanistan.
● Nominees must have demonstrated achievement and motivation in their

field of study.
● Nominees may be of any age.
● Nominees should be enrolled or registered in an accredited educational

institution (registered with the Government of Afghanistan) at the time of
application.

● Selected nominees will be expected to provide original receipts to
CW4WAfghan.

● Grants are prioritized to Afghan girls or women already being served
within projects of Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan.

1



Nominations
● Nominations may be submitted by any individual or organization with

knowledge/understanding of the proposed beneficiary’s academic
performance.

● Self-nominations are permitted, however, at least one letter of reference
will be required from a person, such as a teacher, who is familiar with the
student’s work.

● The nomination form is available in Dari and in English, and completed
nominations may be submitted in either language.

● Incomplete application forms will not be considered.
● Only successful applicants will be notified.

Evaluation Process
Nominations may be submitted at any time and are evaluated on a rolling basis.
A response will typically be received within 30 days of receipt of the application.

An Awards Committee convenes to assess each application and includes
CW4WAfghan’s Country Director, Senior Director, and Executive Director. The
Awards Committee contacts the nominee and/or nominator to request further
information about the nominee (if required) and to make arrangements for an
interview to be conducted by the Country Director in person in Kabul, or under
exceptional circumstances, elsewhere in Afghanistan or by video conference.
The Awards Committee evaluates the application materials and results of the
interview in order to make the final selection. The Awards Committee informs the
Kingston Chapter of the results of the selection process including the candidate’s
name, rationale for selection, and how the award will be used.

Follow-up
The award recipient will commit to providing a report to update CW4WAfghan on
her studies and to explain how the funding provided support, typically within one
year of receiving the award, at the latest. Supporting documents, such as
transcripts, report cords, expense receipts and otherwise may be required.

Submissions
Completed nominations forms should be submitted to:
shafiafund@cw4wafghan.ca or can be mailed or delivered in person to, during
regular business hours to the CW4WAfghan Afghanistan Country Office in Kabul.
For the address, please call + 0702 295 642

Questions
Any questions about The Shafia/Mohammad Memorial Education Fund for
Afghan Women and Girls should be directed to: shafiafund@cw4wafghan.ca

2

mailto:shafiafund@cw4wafghan.ca
mailto:shafiafund@cw4wafghan.ca


NOMINATION FORM

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of nominee (first and last):

Nominated by (include full name):

Organizational affiliation, if applicable:

Nominee’s date of birth:

Current residential address:

Telephone number:

Email address, if applicable:

Full name of educational institution proposing to attend:

Location of education institution:

Grade, year or level of study at this institution:
(please provide documentation of this enrollment)

II. FOR POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS ONLY

Please indicate the field of study/specialization/major/department:

Nominee’s student number:

Educational institution’s registration number with the Ministry of Higher
Education:

III. REQUEST FOR SUPPORT

Amount requested (please state in AFN currency only):

Nature of support being requested:

 Transportation
 Tuition or fees
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 Books or other learning materials
 Specialized equipment
 Computer or computer peripherals
 Other: Please

describe_________________________________________________

Please provide a detailed description and breakdown of costs per item.
Attach an additional sheet if necessary.

Item Description Cost (AFN)
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

TOTAL

Please indicate any other sources of support and the cash value of that
support.

If there is a particular date by which this support is needed, please provide
it here, with explanation:

Rationale for request: Please explain why the nominee is in need of the
requested support. (200 words maximum)
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Nominee’s merit: Please explain why the nominee is deserving of the requested
support. You can include explanations such as describing: the nominee’s
academic achievement to date; the nominee’s plans for the future; the nominee’s
record of community service; the nominee’s history overcoming adversity; the
nominee’s unique scholarly contribution to her field of study; among other
reasons. (400 words maximum)
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