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Letter to Taliban  

For the past two years, the Afghan people hoped that the peace process would bring the more 

than 40 years of conflict in our beloved Afghanistan to an end. Yet, despite much of the hope and 

optimism, little children, girls and boys and Afghans from across the country are killed and 

maimed every day. Ordinary Afghans have borne the brunt of this conflict and have suffered 

terribly. They ask for an end to this war. 

Afghans remember much of the optimism from last year after you showed willingness to enter 

peace talks. It was a pure feeling of joy and hope that at last peace would reach our homes. 

However, those dreams and hopes were shattered by an increase in violence, reaching our doors. 

The violence mostly perpetuated through your command has dismayed us and made us hopeless 

towards peace and an end to the bloodshed in our country.  

Over the last few years, we have been dismayed by the discrepancy in your statements and 

actions. We have heard from some in your Doha-based leadership that your views have evolved; 

that you recognize women’s rights to education and work according to “Shari’a and Afghan 
traditions''. At the same time, the same leaders in other platforms laugh at human rights, 

elections, and democracy as “western phenomenon” when in fact these are the same values are 

cherished by Islam. You have resisted explaining your interpretations of Shari’a and the Afghan 
traditions through which you speak and justify your actions. Importantly, you have also resisted 

engaging in a meaningful conversation to commit to an end to the bloodshed and the killings of 

civilians, one that Afghans so dearly deserve and need.  

We have also been perplexed that for 20 years you justified the killings of innocent Afghans as 

“jihad” and argued that you are fighting the “occupying American and NATO forces” or the 
“infidel troops” as you call them. Much to the world’s surprise, in February of 2020, you entered 
an agreement with the same people offering them protection. We favored your decision to not 

kill U.S.-NATO forces anymore, but your continued campaign of killing the Afghan people and 

Afghan forces who are Muslims is baffling, unfair, and unjustified.  

The duplicity in your words and actions is puzzling too, when you call foreign intervention in 

Afghanistan “occupation” yet, you continue consulting with Pakistani generals and politicians 
regularly. We ask, where is your Afghan pride and independence? How do you expect Afghans 

and the world to trust your intentions for fighting only for “liberation?” 

To demonstrate your genuinely committed for peace and that you care about long-term stability 

and the independence of our country, we call on you:  

- to genuinely engage in negotiations and commit to putting an end to the four 

decades of war; 

- declare any killing of civilians in Afghanistan un-Islamic and against the spirit of 

peace and negotiations;  

- engage in a constructive dialogue with Afghan civil society, including women; 



- Cut ties with Pakistan and other countries that do not support a genuine peace in 

Afghanistan and instead focus on consulting with Afghan leaders and people; 

- do not disturb access to humanitarian assistance across the country; 

- and stop attacking targets prohibited by the Geneva Conventions and 

international Humanitarian Law.  

As Afghans navigate through these challenging times, we hope that you will hear the voices of 

innocent Afghans crying for peace and stability in our country. It is on all Afghans to come 

together and put an end to the decades of war, one that has no winner, but endless sufferings. 

For peace and justice, 

 

Afghan Women’s Network( AWN)  
Our Voices - Our Future 

A coalition of Afghan women and individual activists, representing thousands of Afghan women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 This letter is written by a group of women with incredibly diverse backgrounds. We are a group of women 

from across the country working for and demanding peace. Among us, we have the current generation of 

Afghanistan, those in their early 20s who do not remember what it was like to live under your regime and 

older women who remember very well what it was like to live under your rules. The views expressed in this 

letter voice aspirations and fears shared by millions from across the country. 
 


