
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
Our Position on Negotiations with the Taliban: 

Never Go Back

On IWD in 2019, CW4WAfghan and Women for Afghan Women jointly issued a statement 
articulating our position on the issue of prospective negotiations with the Taliban. Today, 
almost one year later, as the U.S. signs a peace deal with the Taliban, women and girls’ 
human rights in Afghanistan hang in the balance. Now, intra-Afghan dialogue needs to lead 
to permanent peace. We have a number of concerns and demands. 

Key Concerns
Taliban Stance on Women: The Taliban have explicitly stated their desire that the 
Constitution —which provides for women’s equal rights—be revised, and have been 
euphemistic and vague about women’s rights, attaching conditions such as education will be 
according “to Afghan values” or “to Islam,” with no precision on how these will be defined, 
interpreted, or enforced. A peace that empowers the Taliban at the expense of women will 
be no peace at all.
 
Trustworthiness of negotiation parties: Afghan President Ashraf Ghani has voiced his 
concern that the Taliban will use the peace agreement as a “Trojan horse to overthrow the 
Government,” a concern shared by many Afghan women and human rights advocates. 
Further, Taliban promises of more enlightened policies and practices are not supported by 
the evidence on the ground.

Circumventing Afghanistan’s legitimate institutions: Afghanistan today has an elected 
government based on a parliamentary democracy. The rebirth of these political institutions 
is the result of a massive investment of resources, risk and effort on the part of Afghans and 
the international community. While still evolving, these institutions of governance have been 
in place for a decade and a half, and millions of Afghans participate in them, whether as 
voters, members of parliament, local politicians, or provincial councilors. The Taliban must 
engage with democratically –elected leaders and their institutions, and use fair, transparent 
processes in order to reach a permanent and lasting peace.
 
Representation of the people of Afghanistan: Another concern with the legitimacy of 
negotiations so far is the lack of any representation of the population of Afghanistan. 
Indeed, their own Government has not been party to most of the negotiations. Yet, no one 
has more of an interest in the outcome of intra-Afghan peace talks than the people of 
Afghanistan.

Afghans reject Taliban rule: The Taliban have expressed their desire to rule over 
Afghanistan once again. Relinquishing power to the Taliban in whole or in part would be a 

devastating betrayal to the Afghan people of epic proportions. It would also be an outcome 
that denies the will of the people, whose preferences—to not live under the authoritarian 
and violent rule of the Taliban—have been well documented in survey after survey. 

No end to violence: The Taliban have demonstrated little commitment to ceasing their 
perpetration of terrorism, as they continued to carry out attacks against civilians—including 
women and children.

What Afghan Women are Demanding
CW4WAfghan stands with the women of Afghanistan, who have made it clear they are not 
willing to live under the edicts they endured during Taliban rule, and have said unequivocally 
that they will not give up their hard gained rights since the Taliban were ousted from power 
in 2001. We envision an Afghanistan where peace includes the protection of human 
rights for all, where Afghans are free to continue to pursue the social, political and 
economic development of their country and its integration into the international 
community, and where security prevails. 

The United States, the United Nations and the rest of the international community have an 
obligation —under international law—to uphold the protection of women’s human rights 
now more than ever, as U.S. troops move out of Afghanistan, and intra-Afghan dialogues 
begin. Peace should not come at the cost of rights —which is no peace at all. The people of 
Afghanistan deserve nothing less.
 
The only acceptable permanent peace process is one that: 
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Includes the broad participation of the people of Afghanistan and represents their 
voices through formal mechanisms built into the process;
 Recognizes the Government of Afghanistan as a full and equal party;
 
Includes the priorities, objectives, and grievances Afghan women want addressed 
through a process;

Is characterized by a permanent cessation of violence during and after negotiations;

Preserves and works within all of Afghanistan’s democratic institutions and processes
 
Allows for no changes to the country’s current Constitution that are not undertaken 
through a full democratic process;

Includes a plan for robust monitoring of parties’ adherence to a peace agreement with 
clearly defined consequences for failure to adhere to agreed conditions, including those 
intended to protect women’s rights.

Please read our full position statement, and access more resources on this issue, 
on our website: www.cw4wafghan.ca
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