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The Asia Foundation established its office in
Afghanistan in 1954, and supported educational
institutions with regular donations of English-
language books and other materials until the late
1970s. In 2002, the Foundation re-opened its
office and re-launched the Books for Asia pro-
gram. The Foundation was one of the first orga-
nizations to help re-establish libraries by provid-
ing resource materials to many institutions
throughout Afghanistan. Books for Asia currently
donates approximately 40,000 new books and
other educational materials annually to about
280 institutions across Afghanistan, including
schools, public libraries, universities, and teacher
training centers in support of youth and adult 
literacy, as well as government agencies and non-
governmental organizations. These resources,
donated to the program by prominent publishers,
are highly valued by their Afghan recipients.

PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE

The Asia Foundation believes that access to infor-
mation is crucial to Afghanistan’s reconstruction.
Books for Asia provides up-to-date books, jour-
nals, and other reading materials covering a broad
range of subjects to enable Afghans to contribute
effectively to their country’s development, and
compete in the international arena. 

BOOKS FOR ASIA INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

UNIVERSITIES
Faced with the pressing needs of a new generation
of Afghan youth battered by war and hungry for
knowledge, Books for Asia has donated more than
100,000 books, periodicals, and other educational
materials to 31 universities and institutions in
Kabul and outlying provinces. The donations are
tailored to the needs of each university, and cover
a variety of fields, including law, governance,
health, the environment, information technology,
social science, and international relations. Two
institutions, Paktia University and Kandahar
University, relied on materials from Books for Asia
to help establish their reading rooms. The
American University of Afghanistan has received
more than 3,000 books, and regular donations
continue to support and upgrade its collections.

SCHOOLS
In 2005, the Rabia-e-Balkhi Girls High School in
Kabul completed its new resource center, with
support from Books for Asia and the National
Geographic Society. With a new library and
access to computers, this resource center, serving
over 3,000 students, was the first of its kind for a
public girls’ high school in Afghanistan. 

The Asia Foundation’s Books for Asia program distributes books and other reading materials for all edu-
cational levels to 18 Asian countries. Since its inception in 1954, Books for Asia has provided nearly 45
million books and journals to more than 50,000 academic and non-academic institutions throughout Asia.
In Afghanistan, Books for Asia has donated more than 350,000 books and journals to government agen-
cies, private institutions, and NGOs across the country, supporting national development, international
understanding, and English-language literacy.
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INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Many Afghan institutions both in and out of 
government rely on donations from Books for
Asia to update and expand their collections. The
Legislative Department of the Ministry of Justice,
and the Afghan Women’s Lawyer’s Council, have
obtained essential educational materials for their
newly established reading rooms. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has expanded its resources on
international relations and other subjects for its
new Center for Regional Cooperation with the
support of Books for Asia. 

PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Books for Asia has now provided books and other
educational materials to 33 of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces, including more than 3,000 books
donated to 17 directorates of the Ministry of
Rural Rehabilitation and Development. From
2002 to 2010, more than 43,000 books and
2,600 journals and other materials have been
donated to 237 primary schools, secondary
schools and high schools outside Kabul.  

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

The Afghan Institute of Learning (AIL) is an
organization dedicated to the empowerment of
women in Afghanistan. AIL was the first Books
for Asia recipient in Afghanistan after The Asia
Foundation re-opened its Kabul office in 2002.
Since then, AIL has received seven shipments
totaling over 1,000 books. Materials have covered
a range of subject matter based on the needs and

interests of AIL and the people it serves. AIL’s
staff, 90 percent of whom are women, have
trained 350,000 teachers (60 percent of them
women). Dr. Sakena Yacoobi, founder of AIL,
says books provided by Books for Asia have assist-
ed up to 350,000 women and children in
Afghanistan and Pakistan each year, and have
been “invaluable” and “infinitely useful” in her
organization’s day-to-day work. These books serve
as tools for a variety of purposes, including work-
shops on leadership training, women’s rights, gen-
der perspectives, democracy, and peace studies.
Teachers have translated several popular children’s
books into Dari to assist students in the develop-
ment of English-language skills.

Kabul’s well-known Hakim Nasir Khusraw Balkhi
Cultural Center also receives materials from the
Books for Asia Afghanistan program. Established
in 1988 by Sayed Mansoor Naderi and a group of
prominent poets and scholars, the Center’s
50,000 volume library was destroyed by fire in
the war. Today, with the help of Books for Asia,
the Center has built a collection of some 20,000
books and periodicals, and conducts a broad
range of community programs, from literature
courses and literary events to workshops and
vocational programs.  Internet services are avail-
able for  public use, and both government offi-
cials and the general public are welcome.
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The Asia Foundation is 

a private, non-profit, 

non-governmental 

organization. Through

its programs, the

Foundation builds 

leadership, improves 
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In Afghanistan, The Asia Foundation’s programs receive funding from the Australian Agency for International Development; the U.S. Agency for International
Development; the U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan; the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development; the U.K. Embassy; Canadian CIDA; the Royal
Netherlands Embassy; the Belgian Government; the European Union; the National Geographic Society; the United Nations Development Program; the International
Trade and Labour Program of Canada; the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor; private donors, and the U.S. Congress.

Books for Asia, Afghanistan, is also grateful for the generosity of its donor publishers, which include: McGraw-Hill, Pearson Education, W.W. Norton, John
Wiley & Sons, Island Press, Abrams, and LexisNexis. We also wish to acknowledge the United States Agency for International Development for its contributions
toward shipping costs.  

“The students of Rabia-e-Balkhi Girls
School [use] the books donated by The
Asia Foundation, Books for Asia pro-
gram everyday and these are enriching
their studies.”

— Principal of Rabia-e-Balkhi Girls
High School

“The first major library in Kabul —
Kabul University Library — has
received 60,000 books from The Asia
Foundation. The Asia Foundation has
also sent thousands of books to our
libraries in the provinces. In both these
areas, The Asia Foundation has played
a major role enriching our libraries.”

— Sharif Fayez, founder, American
University - Kabul


