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Statement of National Conference on women visions and wants for ceasefire 
 

Afghan Women Network, zones representatives from Kabul, Herat, Kunduz, Nangarhar, Balkh, 
Bamyan, Paktya, Kandahar provinces and Women Coalition for Peace “Our Voice, Our Future”  
 

Date: Jan 28, 2021 

Kabul - Afghanistan 

This statement is made after holding consultation meetings in the 8 zones (Kabul, Herat, Kunduz, 
Nangarhar, Balkh, Bamyan, Paktya and Kandahar), two days National Conference on women visions 
and wants for ceasefire with participation of said provinces representatives and as the result of panels 
and group works of more than 320 men and women participants for the purpose of agreement on 
ceasefire as the context for sustainable and inclusive peace by consideration of increase in violence 
and no progress in Afghan peace process between the delegations during the second round of peace 
negotiations.    

Peace and war is not only considered as a word for Afghans as they have been entangled with civil and 
imposed war for 40 years, now despite of hope for peace process, the people witness insecurity, 
targeted killings and loss of their beloveds. Therefore, Afghan women want to perceptively experience 
a process in the name of peace and hope the concept of positive peace which is maintaining social 
justice based on the values preservation, mental and emotional health protection, maintaining 
Afghanistan political stability, national values based on civil liberties and human rights shall be 
ensured during this process.    

Afghan people’s experiences indicate the fact that peace is not absence of conflict so when there is 
peace with no gunshot and rocket sounds but the people are threatened mentally and ethnically, it 
will pave the way for negative peace. Not taking the responsibility of the targeted attacks in 
Afghanistan by any group does not mean the innocence of any group. If there is a commitment for 
peace, it shall be in action; this peace has cost the Afghan people more than the war. Losing academic 
cadre, media workers and journalists, civil and women rights activists and intellectual capital increase 
women concerns day by day. We are in the second round of peace negotiations and it is five months 
the intra-Afghan peace talks started but Afghan people are not satisfied with the progress of process. 
Increase in the violence compared with the achievements is not acceptable, continuation of the war 
and peace process simultaneously created ambiguities for Afghans that why there is no commitment 
for decline in violence. Does thirst for power and privileges outweigh the lives of compatriots, if killing 
innocent people is Jihad and has religious base then taking care of widows and orphans are also 
religious values, come and see the situation of the orphans and widows you offered to this country.  

As the result of discussions, the women agreed and recommended ceasefire as the first option for 
peace building due to following reasons:   
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• Agreement on ceasefire will increase public trust on all involved parties for building peace. 
• More than 20 terrorist groups are operating in Afghanistan; each commits target killings, 

terrors, and kidnapping for their personal and group interests and threats public peace of 
mind. Now, by abusing the current situation, they increased violence but peace agreement can 
prevent the abuse by them and decrease the violence.         

• Agreement on ceasefire can develop peace discussions to villages and communities in the 
country, because real owner of peace process are Afghan people and it is their right to 
participate in the peace process. 

• Psychologically, it can pave the way for logical and effective discussion between both 
negotiation parties to consider national interests of the country.   

Findings of Afghanistan Independent Human Right Commission show mostly civil employees of the 
government, journalists, members of civil society, religious scholars, prominent and influential 
persons and national assembly and defenders of human rights have been victims of violence through 
terror and target killings. During this year, through such techniques totally 2250 persons have been 
injured and killed including 1078 died and 1172 injured. This figure makes 26% of total civil 
causalities which shows threefold increase than 2019.  

Afghan women from different zones, Afghan Women Network, and Afghan Women Collation for Peace 
consider all involved parties including Afghan government, Taliban and international community 
responsible for current dangerous situation, and they provide following recommendations for 
improvement of current situation and reaching to a sustainable peace which all our citizens can live 
together without any fear and intimidation:     

 

 General Recommendations for Agreement on Ceasefire 

• We request the government of I.R.A and its peace delegation to convince the other party and 
agree on immediate ceasefire.  

• We request the government of I.R.A to create and support coordination between ceasefire 
committee of peace delegation, High Council for National Reconciliation, State Ministry for 
Peace Affairs to facilitate and develop negotiations on ceasefire process.  

• We request the government of I.R.A and its peace delegation to increase number of women in 
peace delegation from different regions, tribes, religions, and ethnics irrespective of their 
political affiliations.  

• Peace negotiations should be focused on guaranty of women rights and rights of families who 
are victims of war. 

• We request the government of I.R.A to share peace dealings with public especially with 
deprived women in remote areas, and reflect their observations, recommendations and 
demands during negotiations, because women are victims of conflicts and vulnerable to threat 
and violence in the remote provinces. 

• Ensuring security of the citizens is the main responsibility of the government of I.R.A, and 
security organs of the country are obliged to implement security strategies and plans to make 
people satisfied and prevent criminal incidents, targeted killings, ongoing insecurities, and to 
arrest culprits and refer them to justice and judicial organs. 

• We request the government of I.R.A to share the progress of previous criminal cases and 
recently happened criminal cases with civil and women rights activists, mass media, and 
Afghan people in order to ensure implementation of rule of law in the country.  
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 Requests from International Partners 

• We request US, region and world countries, and other involved parties in Afghan peace 

negotiations that first of all discuss and agree on a general ceasefire in Afghanistan. 

• We request our international partners who have worked beside Afghan people and consider 

their financial and technical supports as achievements for international community, to take 

practical actions for decrease of ongoing violence in Afghanistan in order to demonstrate 

their actual achievements.  

• We request international partners and regional countries to strengthen their support of 

Afghan peace process by respecting Afghanistan Constitution and national values. 

• We request revision of the agreement between US government and Taliban to respect 

Afghanistan peoples’ demand and ensure participation of Afghan people in the peace 

process.              

Requests from Taliban   

• Afghanistan people have not objected any flexibility of Afghan government toward Taliban, and 
have forgiven killers of their sons to reach sustainable peace. But, unfortunately have not 
received any commitment from Taliban for peace agreement, therefore, it is requested to 
suspend Taliban prisoners release process until reaching an agreement on permanent 
ceasefire, and Taliban should demonstrate their will for agreement on immediate ceasefire, 
ending killing of innocent people and building sustainable peace. 

• If Taliban are not responsible for recent attacks, then they should actively and fully participate 
in any efforts for identification and arrestment of the members of responsible groups and 
should cooperate with the people in order to ensure protection and security of the citizens of 
this country.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.awn-af.net/
mailto:communication@awn-af.net
http://www.facebook.com/afghanwomennetwork
http://twitter.com/awnkabul

