
Volume #38   Women’s Rights in Afghanistan
November 2005 Calgary Chapter - www.w4wafghan.ca

CW4WAfghan, P.O. Box 32014 Bankview, Calgary, AB T2T 5X6 (403) 244-5625

Give a Gift to a Friend or Family Member and
The Gift of Education to Women & Girls in
Afghanistan!

TO MAKE A DONATION:
Please download one of the forms: Holiday Gift Dona-
tions or Gift Donations from our website at
www.w4wafghan.ca

If you do not wish a tax receipt, please make cheques pay-
able to Canadian Women for Women Afghanistan (mark “no
tax receipt required” on the memo-line) and mail to the ad-
dress below.

If you do wish a tax receipt (for donations of $20 and over),
please make cheques payable to: Rights & Democracy. Write
on memo line: “CW4WAfghan” and mail to the National
Office address below.

Canadian Women for Women Afghanistan
National Office Bankview PO Box 32014
Calgary, AB Canada T2T 5X6

Please include your correct mailing address. As a volunteer
organization, we may require 8 weeks for processing tax re-
ceipts.

The inscription on the inside of Gift Cards will read as
follows:

A Gift Donation
has been made by _____________ on your behalf to

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan.
100% of this gift will go towards Education projects in

Afghanistan.

            THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

VOLUNTEER PROFILE: RENÉE LAMOUREUX

Growing up in Alberta didn’t seem to afford me too many of
life’s “other” riches: I’m not referring to luxuries and mo-
ments of leisure. What I mean is that although I am proud to
be Canadian, I haven’t experienced much “culture” here. I
guess that’s why I’m always reading about people, about
travel, the amazing things people have done for themselves
and their world: mainly trying to soak up some sort of cul-
ture, even if it’s not my own. And traveling...I would like to
say that I am done exploring, but my spirit is oft-times rather
nomadic and needs to be indulged.

To be volunteering with Canadian Women for Women in
Afghanistan is yet one more branch on my continuous quest
for growth and new experiences. I found out about CW4WA
while working on a project in university and was then re-
acquainted with it through an event that heightened my be-
lief in synchronicity and how attuned we can be to our sur-
roundings, if we let ourselves be.

Aside from my involvement with CW4WAfghan, I also vol-
unteer with the Red Cross Disaster Services, for now on a
local level, but my career-dream is to work overseas with
the Red Cross or similar organization in disaster and emer-
gency management - on the social end of it, rather than the
scientific end. I am currently sussing out educational facili-
ties that have degree programs in this field. Ultimately, I’d
like to work with women and children - as I did when I worked
overseas with the United Nations. Despite the bureaucracy,
a civil war and endless communication barriers, I would not
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change my time in southern Africa for anything. I learned
much about people, their cultures and it inspired me to con-
tinue working in like-fields.

Currently, the bills are being paid by my work in the music
field and a new STARS / CHR initiative that began one month
ago. Yoga, cycling and tai chi consume some of the remain-
ing time in the day, as well as leaving room for friends and
music and movies. Pretty simple really. Just like me.

This fall, CW4WAfghan board members are collaborating
with eight practicum students from the University of Calgary
on a number of fascinating projects. For example, this article
by Sonja and Jayne is part of their larger class project in
Development Studies within the Faculty of Communication
and Culture, under the direction of Prof. Karim-Aly S.
Kassam. These students have invested many, many hours in
behind-the-scenes interviews, research, discussions, planning
and the creation of a very worthwhile project. In addition to
writing this summary article below on the October 22nd
fundraising event, they conducted two separate interviews
with our Afghan special guest, Sadiqa Basiri by long-dis-
tance calls, emails and in person. They also interviewed some
of our members and a number of participants at the event.
To complete their project, Sonja and Jayne are giving a class
presentation on their overall experience and submitting a full
report documenting their weeks of research and experiences
working on this issue. Our director, Janice Eisenhauer, ex-
pressed her hope that CW4WAfghan can continue to find
these opportunities to partner with students at the Univer-
sity of Calgary. As Janice said, “the students have been such
a pleasure to work with and our time is extremely well spent.
We can share ideas and collaborate in a way that not only
ensures the students gain knowledge and opportunities
through investing time in their community, but their involve-
ment in CW4WAfghan opens many doors for us and pro-
vides inspiration and new ideas from which CW4WAfghan
can learn and expand our goals and objectives. And, most
important, their individual actions contribute to our collec-
tive efforts on behalf of women and girls in Afghanistan!”.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS COLLABORATING WITH

CW4WAFGHAN

Sadiqa Basiri

Fall has been a time of many presentations and craft fairs.
Thank you to all who have supported our efforts. The fol-
lowing photos are from Project Ploughshares International
Peace Fair.

Glyn & Students 4 Change
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We became involved with Canadian Women for Women in
Afghanistan through a project for a University of Calgary
class.  The project revolved around an interview with Sadiqa
Basiri, a human rights activist working in the field of educa-
tion and the rights of women in Afghanistan.  As twenty-
something students, the amount of work that Ms. Basiri has
done in this field while still in her early twenties, is both in-
spiring and a big motivation for us to realize that even at the
most basic level, anyone can make a difference.

On October 22nd, Canadian Women for Women in Afghani-
stan in conjunction with several sponsors, held a fundraiser
geared at raising awareness and inciting action on the issue
of human rights and education in Afghanistan, with special
guest speaker, Sadiqa Basiri.  From 1992 until 2001 Afghani-
stan was tangled up in civil war and a repressive dictatorship
known as the Taliban emerged.  Through a very strict inter-
pretation of Islamic law, the Taliban outlawed even the most
basic human rights, such as banning women from education
and participation in meaningful public life.  Human rights
abuses were a part of daily life for all Afghan citizens, but
none suffered as much as women.

Born in Afghanistan, Ms. Basiri and her family fled to Paki-
stan in order to escape the civil war.  With the encourage-
ment of her father, she received a good education in Paki-
stan.  Upon her return to Afghanistan, the country was in a
state of ruin from both the civil war and the war that brought
down the Taliban regime.  Seeing a dire need for proper
schools, a new curriculum, teachers, learning materials, and
most importantly, a new outlook on the importance of edu-
cation for all, Ms. Basiri set to work to make changes.

Our interviews with Ms. Basiri gave us a first hand perspec-
tive into the realities of problems that face Afghan women.
Many of the things that we in Canada take for granted are

just not available to people in Afghanistan.  We are all able
to recall the story of hardship told by a grandparent of hav-
ing to walk two miles in the snow uphill both ways to get to
school. In Afghanistan, this is not just a story but a reality.
The lack of proper transportation often means that children
have to walk up to ten kilometers to get to school in the
dangerous and turbulent political climate of Afghanistan.
When the students reach these schools, they find buildings
that are often just shells of pre-existing structures.  The con-
dition of the school buildings can determine the length of the
school year, as it is impossible for children to spend the win-
ters studying in cold buildings with broken windows or doors.
However, even if there are functional buildings, there is still
a lack of properly trained teachers.  The greatest challenge
however could be placed on the need for Afghans to realize
the importance of practical education for women.   As the
saying goes, “Educate a girl, you educate the community”.

As Canadian women, we are fortunate enough to have a high
level of equality and secure human rights, but it is vital to
remember that this is something that women before us had
to work to achieve.  To be in this fortunate situation gives us
as Canadians the capacity to help others.  As international
development studies students, the one thing that we know
for certain is that education is of paramount importance to
attaining a better quality of life.  Through organizations like
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, we can begin
to work towards this change.

      By Sonja and Jayne

Sonja and Jayne

One of our young members, 11-year old Cate W., recently
called to say she would like to donate money from her birth-
day gifts to women and girls in Afghanistan. Thank you for
your $80 to help with our work, Cate. Last year, Cate beaded
bracelets that she sold at school and in her community to
raise funds for CW4WAfghan. Your efforts are inspiring to
each and every one of us.

NEXT MEETING
Jan.16 - at 7 p.m.

St. Matthew’s United Church, 2035 - 26a St. S.W.
Please call 244-5625 for more information

Dec. 15: AGM, 6 - 6:30 pm
Dec. 19: Calgary Chapter members

    potluck evening.
Call 244-5625 for details.



Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan invites you to give a Gift of Hope this 
holiday season. Make a donation on behalf of your friends, family or co-workers (or ask they

donate in your name). Our volunteers in Canada will send a gift card on your behalf.

100% of your tax-deductible donation of:
• $20 will provide school kits for Afghan children  
• $40 will put books on empty library shelves
• $60 will pay a monthly salary for a teacher.

This year, give a gift of education for Afghan women and their families. 
Call (403) 244-5625 now or visit www.w4wafghan.ca

Canadians working together to secure human rights for Afghan women and girls.
   Dec 05 - Advertising space in MacLean's Magazine contributed by Arthur Kent.

Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan
P.O. Box 32014 Bankview, Calgary, AB T2T 5X6  Canada
Tel/Fax: (403) 244-5625 • Web: www.w4wafghan.ca

CIDA-Funded Women’s Rights in Afghanistan Fund
www.wraf.ca • (514) 283-6073

Imagine...
BOOKS TEACHERS

HOPE

  


