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because human rights are universal

You Are Asking CW4WAfghan:

What is ahead now for Afghan Women?
CW4WAfghan urges Canadians to continue  

to stand in solidarity with the  
women and girls of Afghanistan.

Afghan Women Face an Uncertain Future 
With Courage and Determination 

by Lauryn Oates, Projects Director CW4WAfghan

As districts in some provinces of Afghanistan 
begin to be handed over from international 
security forces to Afghan security forces, much 
uncertainty surrounds the future of Afghanistan. 
The United States Government and the Afghan 
Government have officially voiced their support 
of negotiations with Taliban leaders, however as 
of yet no real negotiations have started, and the 
Taliban continue to carry out suicide bombings, 
kidnappings, assassinations and other acts 
of violence against Afghan men, women and 
children with alarming frequency. Further, there 
is little consensus among Afghans as to whether 
negotiating with the Taliban is an acceptable 
course of action, given the Taliban’s horrendous 
human rights record. At the same time, many 
Afghans are disappointed with their current 
government’s lack of accountability and the 
ongoing corruption. 

As Afghans thirst for change and yearn to 
see democratic institutions consolidated, 
western governments—and their aid 
programs—are starting to pack up.

Yet, despite the Taliban’s violence, weak 
governance, and an uncertain commitment 
from the international community, 
Afghanistan has experienced deep-
rooted social, economic and political 
transformations since 2002. A freedom 
prevails unlike any semblance of life 
under the Taliban, and Afghans have 
paid dearly for this freedom, for what it’s 
worth. Women in particular have moved 
forcefully into public life and their message 
to the outside world—and to the Taliban—
is that they are unprepared to reverse 
these gains. We described some of the 
major changes women have experienced 
in our CW4WAfghan Policy Statement 
October 2010 (http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/
PolicyStatement, click here).

It is precisely because of how much they 
value the changes that have come since 
2002, that Afghans are expressing their 
alarm and angst at the signals that there 
will be a sudden disengagement from the 
international community in the months and 
years to come. 

http://www.cw4wafghan.ca/PolicyStatement


(Cont’d from page 1: Afghan Women Face an Uncertain 

Future With Courage and Determination

Through our work in the field, we are hearing 
panic among many, as well as bitter anger, fear 
and sadness at the hints that Afghans may once 
again witness the world abandon them just when 
the stakes are highest. The gains that have been 
made in the post-Taliban era are fragile, but they 
are significant, and they deserve to be protected. 
Most of all, those Afghans who have taken great 
personal risk to speak out for their rights and 
to make change in their society, will need our 
ongoing support and solidarity. 

Now, more than ever, we must stand by 
the people of Afghanistan and their right 
to live free from tyranny and oppression, 
and we must ask that our governments 
do the same in policy and in practice. 
We must make it clear to the women and 
girls of Afghanistan that we will not walk 
away. 

Because human rights are universal!

- Will CW4WAfghan stop working in Afghanistan or decrease it’s support to Afghan women if and 
when international troops have left?

We did this work during the Taliban era, by supporting Afghan women and girls in clandestine schools in 
Afghanistan and in other underground projects and by supporting women’s centres set up to meet the needs 
of the millions of Afghan women who were living in refugee camps in Pakistan at that time. Regardless of what 
Canada, the “international community”, NATO and others do, we will continue with our stated purposes -- to 
advance education and educational opportunities for Afghan women and girls. We know there are challenges 
ahead far beyond our control, which makes it is exceedingly important that we stand in solidarity with Afghan 
women, as we have always done, and join them in their struggle with a strong, lasting commitment of support. 
We have the utmost confidence that there is a role for us, as Canadians, to continue supporting Afghan women 
in whatever unfolds in the future. We join Afghan women in the shared hope that some form of stability and 
peace will continue as the various NATO forces leave and we are thankful to have over 900 Canadian troops 
helping with the important role of training the Afghan army. 

Solidarity is not a passing trend or a sentiment to harbour only when it’s convenient or glamorous. It’s a position 
one must live by whether it’s easy to do so or difficult to do so, and whether it’s popular or unpopular. Afghan 
women and girls have made their commitment to gaining the human right to education clear, and we will stand 
with them as they bravely fight for this right, in any circumstances, for always.

- What is the impact on CW4WAfghan’s work now that Canadian combat troops have left Kandahar?

CW4WAfghan would have preferred the Canadian troops to stay on in some security role; however, we will not 
allow the troop withdrawal to slow down any of our projects. We were founded in 1996 and have been working 
in Afghanistan since 1997, before the involvement of Canada’s government, and we will continue to work there. 
In partnership with local Afghan organizations, we have seen many positive steps in the last few years in the 
fields of education for women and children, literacy for rural villages, the establishment of libraries, community 
centres, teacher training, and the strengthening and sustainability of the organizations we work with. 

We believe in what we are doing, our Afghan partners believe in what we are doing, and we will not leave as long as 
there is work to do. We have a strong, trusting relationships with the Afghans we work with and they are very skilled 
in their own local security needs and working within their communities. To every extent possible, we work to align our 
position on the country’s security and towards negotiations with the Taliban, with that of Afghan women. To read some 
of the views of Afghans on these issues, please see our policy statement mentioned above.
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Together, we will continue to do the best we can under whatever circumstances may lay ahead, and we hope 
that Canadians will continue to support us in doing so.

- Could a Taliban Government return to power in Afghanistan if foreign troops withdraw prematurely? 
What will happen to women then?

Yes. This is a very frightening but possible outcome, if the Afghan Government is left without a sufficiently 
capable security sector (army, police and intelligence) to protect its citizens from a renewed Taliban occupation. 
It is not an outcome that the international community should be willing to accept, first and foremost because 
it will put the human rights of Afghans at grave risk, and secondarily, this is an undesirable outcome from a 
regional and international security standpoint as recent history would remind us. In some areas where the 
Taliban operate ‘shadow governments’, they have imposed their brutal and violent interpretation of sharia 
law, terrorizing citizens and committing atrocities such as stonings, mutilations, or hanging children, and have 
rendered women prisoners in their own homes once again. These are ominous indications of what can be 
expected with a full-scale return to power. 

Afghan women activists and politicians are insisting that their rights not be for sale in any negotiations with the 
Taliban, and the international community has promised on numerous occasions that women’s rights will be 
protected at all costs: 
“We will not abandon you, we will stand with you always.” … It is “essential that women’s rights and women’s 
opportunities are not sacrificed or trampled on in the reconciliation process.” – Hilary Clinton speaking to three 
Afghan women delegates visiting the United States, May 2010

These promises must indeed be upheld. As many Afghan women have been pointing out in the Afghan and 
foreign press, a peace without rights and justice is not a peace worth having. 
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The following quote is from the translation of the opening speech by Gul Ahmad Mustaf, to the 
Scout Leadership Training hosted by our partner, PARSA in July 2011.

“Instead of bullets and guns, the children should have 
notebooks and pens.

Instead of going to the battlefield, Afghans should go to 
school. 

Instead of ignorance, we need light. 

We hope that peace will echo through the voice of the 
Scouts.”



“A grave mistake on part of a responsible army made of people of peace, human rights, love and justice…I 
wish they were not leaving in a way they are doing so today. They should have finished the job, giving 
Afghans, the region and the world… peace, human rights, justice, development and then left in dignity. Today 
they are abandoning in a time when violence against humanity, drug trafficking, narcotics, warlords, crime 
rate, opium cultivation, corruption, injustice and extremism are at their highest peak. Don’t these abandonees 
think leaving behind these messes unaddressed will intrude any border, backfire there and make many suffer 
in the world? Some gains have, however, been made, but at an extremely high price of losing 157 precious 
souls and spending more than $11 billion dollars - there were certainly many ways to save human lives and 
reduce the price of the war with a victory. In many parts ours seems to be a careless world.”   
- EHSAN ULLAH, Director, Afghan Canadian Community Centre (ACCC) in Kandahar

I witness so many disappointing developments here, and I think of you and many like you in Canada who 
have been and hopefully will continue to genuinely support people here. As you already know, the situation 
is not good. No signs of political stability and security is worse than ever. But you know what, life goes 
on for people as if everything is normal. After some time one stops worrying and accepts that it is totally 
unpredictable…and out of our control. We just have to go on with our lives somehow and we hope, and we 
hope for better times.  - ROYA RAHMANI, CW4WAfghan Board of Directors member in Kabul

The mood in Kabul is pretty grim; people are convinced the country is being left to the Taliban. They are 
very negative and fellow aid workers are pretty nervous –we’re seeing so much winding down, there have 
been cuts in staff, offices are closing, programmes are ending. The atmosphere is an assumption that the 
Taliban will make inroads in government….and then it’s only a matter of time before the gains made over the 
last decade will begin to disintegrate.   - LAURYN OATES, CW4WAfghan Projects Director, from Kabul

Nothing is worse than to lose hope…and now after almost a decade of fight to bring peace in Afghanistan, 
we feel abandoned and lost. Who is responsible for this or better to say who are responsible? This is 
disappointing to see that the future of Afghanistan is always decided by a circle of so called powerful leaders…
Has anyone asked Afghan citizens what they want for their country and for 
the future of their lives. Leaving Afghans in the hands of the extremists after 
a decade of fighting for democracy and human rights, is the most destructive 
decision the international community take at this stage. This fear kills us 
everyday--we live our life with fear and pretend things are normal--yet it is not.  
- MURWARID ZIAYEE, CW4WAfghan Country Director in Kabul

“The Afghan public is confused because we have been hearing so many different dates of when troops 
are departing, and whether it’s conditional or unconditional, from the different Coalition countries. The 
government of Afghanistan should set up benchmarks to achieve certain things, to build certain institutions. 
But the international community needs to ask why are we in Afghanistan? For our security alone, or for theirs 
too? Have the objectives we set been met yet if we are ready to leave? I know your governments are under 
pressure because you are investing blood and treasure in our country, but it’s important to ask whether 
the job has been done. Because we have been putting ourselves at a lot of risk over the past few years, 
speaking out and standing by our values, which is not easy in a country like Afghanistan. What will be the 
consequences for people like us? What will bet he consequences for you too? Is the threat really gone now so 
you can leave?”   – FAWZIA KOOFI, Afghan Member of Parliament (Badakhshan)

“Many women activists believe the growing Talibanisation of the Afghan government will not only bring 
further instability, as it could upset the diverse ethnic composition of Afghanistan, but also predict that they will 
pay for this political settlement with their rights.” – WAZHMA FROGH, Afghan gender activist, June 23, 2010

Some Voices “From the field...” 
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FANOOS [Safe Light] Teacher Training in Kabul and Laghman Provinces

Earlier this year, CW4WAfghan 
signed an agreement with 
the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) 
for matched funding in the 
amount of $500,000 for our 
two-year CW4WAfghan teacher 
training project called: “Fanoos” 
[Safe Light] Teacher Training in 
Kabul and Laghman Provinces, 
Afghanistan”. As part of this 
application process, CW4WAfghan 
contributes one-quarter of the 
total project funds ($150,000) from 
our Breaking Bread fundraising 
initiative to qualify for this total 
project of $650,000. The training 

will be managed and implemented over the next two years by our Country Director and field staff 
in Kabul, and our Afghan partner organization, The Afghan Women’s Resource Centre (AWRC) in 
Laghman. 
     The training focuses on active learning methodologies and hands-on science instruction for 
an estimated 1,950 teacher trainees (50% female) and it is estimated to reach 468,000 Afghan 
secondary students annually, as additional beneficiaries of the project. This training builds upon 
the outcomes of the $650,000 Excel-erate Teacher Training project, funded with CIDA support from 
May 2008 to Sept 2010.
     Afghanistan has come a long way in improving the number of schools operating, teachers 
hired and children enrolled; however, the quality of the education sector remains poor and much 
more needs to be done to support children to succeed through school. The populations in the 
target districts of Laghman and Kabul provinces live in poverty and face a shortage of educational 
resources, local human capital and opportunities. There is high illiteracy among women in 
particular, high teacher-to-pupil ratio resulting in over-crowded classrooms, a teacher shortage and 
poor resource facilities (science labs, school libraries, access to textbooks, etc).
     Our Investments in public education through teacher training helps to improve the quality of 
education by training in-service teachers and expanding their access to educator resources, 
equipping schools with modest Science Lab Starter Kits and School Library Starter Kits and 
training teachers how to make the most of these tools. Canadian donor funds will help to purchase 
a collection of 250 books for each school having teacher trainees involved with this program, as 
well as some basic laboratory materials such as microscopes, chemicals, anatomy models and 
magnifying glasses. These items will facilitate good teaching and the hands-on science we promote 
in the training methodology.
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The FANOOS [Safe Light] 
project focuses on quality 
teacher training using active 
learning methodologies 
and hands-on instruction 
to male and female teacher 
trainees. Shown here, the 
Master Teacher Trainers 
are working on social 
studies lessons with teacher 
trainees. They are creating 
a play about the early 
history in Afghanistan.
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“I was interested in learning about the world. The quality 
of the education that I experienced as a student growing 
up in this district was low. The teachers tried hard to 
teach us, but they lacked resources, like textbooks or lab 
materials or training. But they trained us with whatever 
they had.

I want to serve the kids here to teach them. I want to 
see open-mindedness in my community.”

Abdul Hamid



PEOPLE ASK US… 
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Name: Abdul Hamid
Age: 18

I finished school two years ago. I wanted to pass the university entrance 
exam to study law and I failed to do that, so according to the agreement 
between CW4WAfghan and the Ministry of Education, I was one of those 
Grade 12 students recruited to become a teacher. So I haven’t taught yet, 
but I am going to become a teacher through this training. This is my first 
training course. It is very effective for our teachers. They teach us good 
methods. We learn enough to teach the students in good ways from this 
training. I am being trained to teach social studies. We learn active learning 
methods. Working in groups help us better learn the content of the lesson. 
When we just read from the textbook, we forget it soon. 
     Like today we were role-playing a history lesson and I was playing the character of the 
British representative when the Gandamack Treaty was signed in Afghanistan. Social studies 

and history are my favourite subjects. It was also the 
decision of the MoE to place me in this subject. 
     I had taken a short course in Kabul in the English 
language, and before that I had used my savings to hire 
a tutor to teach me English, here in the district. I wanted 
to learn English because it’s an international language. 
It would help me, like a tool, to communicate with people 
from around the world. I worked in agriculture to save 
money to hire this tutor, in the fields and with animals, 
doing odd jobs. 
   
I like social studies and history because when I was a 
child, I learned in school about other places in the world, 
like when you crossed the ocean that you reached 

Africa or America or other places. So I was interested in learning about the world. 
The quality of the education that I experienced as a student growing up in this district was low. 
The teachers tried hard to teach us, but they lacked resources, like textbooks or lab materials 
or training. But they trained us with whatever they had.  I want to serve the kids here to teach 
them. I want to see open-mindedness in my community. I want the roads to be paved and clean 
and to look nice. We have beautiful nature around here, but we need good roads!  
     On Fridays lots of people come from Kabul visiting for picnics, but there are accidents 
often. Just this past Friday, a little kid was hit by a car.  I want my district to improve. I want it to 
become a part of the world. 
     We love our country as we love our mother. We are proud of this place, we have agriculture, 
we have famous pottery, we have beauty. So we should promote this place and improve it.

tell us more about the 
beneficiaries of our programs… 
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Location: Halton Room 
Holiday Inn, 2525 Wyecroft Road, Oakville, ON Tel: 905-847-1000 
 

AGENDA 
 

8:30–9:00 Registration 
 

9:00-9:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

9:15-10:00 Keynote Presentation: Teacher Training in Afghanistan 
 Prof. Sakena Yacoobi, Director, Afghan Institute of Learning 
 

10:00-10:45 What Canadians Can Do 
 Janice Eisenhauer, Executive Director CW4WAfghan 
 Murwarid Ziayee, Country Director, CW4WAfghan 
 

10:45-11:15 Nutrition Break (downstairs in Royal Majestic Ballroom) 
 

11:15-12:00 Libraries and Literacy: ABLE Box Libraries 
 Dr. Sandra Cook, Louis Hatch Dupree Foundation 
 

12:00-1:30 Lunch (downstairs in Royal Majestic Ballroom) 
 

1:30–1:45 Canadian Human Rights Museum (via video) 
 

1:45-2:30 In Conversation with: 
 Sally Armstrong, author, human rights activist, journalist 
 Dr. Sima Samar, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission 
 

2:30-3:00 pm Nutrition Break (downstairs in Royal Majestic Ballroom) 
 

3:00-4:30 pm Panel Discussion:  
 “Championing Education – Where to from here?” 
 moderated by Sally Armstrong 
 Panelists: Dr. Sandra Cooke, Lauryn Oates, 
 Dr. Sima Samar, Prof. Sakena Yacoobi, Murwarid Ziayee 
 

4:30 pm Closing Remarks 



FUNDRAISER FOR AFGHANISTAN  
A HUGE SUCCESS, from Langdon, AB.

On May 27 a fourth fashion-show fundraiser 
for the women and children of Afghanistan 
was held in the I.O.O.F. Hall in Langdon, AB 
with almost 100 ladies and l gentleman attending. The evening followed the same format as pre-
vious years, with a wonderful selection of silent raffle and silent auction items available and three 
members of the Calgary CW4WAfghan brought out the Afghan Market with crafts, jewelry and 
books which have been enormously popular in the past.  These ladies were absolutely blown 
away when they realized, at the end of the evening, their sales had reached $l543!

Janice Eisenhauer, a founding member of CW4WAfghan spoke on life for the women and chil-
dren and some of the progress being made with the provision of educational programs, libraries 
and generally support from the global community, reaffirming that they deserve to have the same 
rights and freedoms as women elsewhere in the world.  Janice also showed a selection of visual 
images of her trip to that war torn country at the beginning of the year, and these pictures were 
really powerful.  She urged the audience that despite Canada’s withdrawal of its fighting troops 
this year, we must keep up the work of providing funds to hire teachers, because through educa-
tion, there is still hope of a better life for these women and children half a world away. This, in 
turn, will make this a more peaceful world for our grandchildren and their children to grow up in.  
There is much work to do these days! 

Following Janice’s talk, we had the fashion show featuring clothing by Jockey, jewelry by Lia 
Sofia and some very cool handbags,  modelled by eight local ‘hotties’ - Jean, Louise, Marie, 
Judy, Donna, Sue, Robin and Cheryl - you gals did an awesome job of showcasing these outfits 
and sales certainly reflected that!  I would like to send a huge note of appreciation to the mem-
bers of Langdon Oddfellows No. 40 for allowing us to use the Hall at no charge for the evening, 
and to the following businesses in Langdon for their support - Western Financial, Botsfords Deli, 
Schule’s Consulting and Canadian Pizza Unlimited.  I would also like to send a bouquet to EV-
ERYONE who supported this fundraiser so generously, either by donating items or cash, help-
ing with food, lending me tablecloths, organizing the hall etc. etc. it was definitely a group effort! 
Special thanks to Corinne for being my partner on this project!

The final tally for the evening came in a couple of weeks ago at $3,284.15 plus $l543.00 from the 
Afghan Market for a grand total of $4,827.15.  It costs $l500 per year to hire a teacher and $750 
to provide a mini library, so thanks to the generosity of so many caring individuals we have been 
able to make a GREAT contribution and the best part of all is that every single penny of these 
proceeds goes directly to Afghanistan!

Sometime next year there is a good chance we will be hosting another Breaking Bread event, 
and I will get the word out in plenty of time as soon as we have a firm date!

Thank you, THANK YOU to the Lagdon Community for caring!
Chris,

Langdon, AB
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Are you an employee with the British Columbia government? 

Thanks to the support of our chapter members, any British 
Columbia government employees in Victoria and Vancouver 
may now donate to CW4WAfghan directly. Look for “other” 

charities through the Provincial Employees Services 
Community Fund (PESCF).

Please help spread the word!
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	   Photo:	  CW4WAfghan	  Marketplace	  in	  
Langdon	  with	  members,	  Lorna	  and	  Irene	  

To Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, this is the money 
I raised for my 13th birthday. I decided to donate the $290 to you 
because I read a book about a girl living in Afghanistan and I 
thought the money would help people like her.

Isabelle, Calgary



Myths, heroes and legacies - Kabul 2009 - 2011
by William Crosbie 

Note: The following excerpt is from personal 
correspondence by Canada’s former Ambassador 
to Afghanistan, William Crosbie. It is reprinted with 
permission and represents his own personal views 
and not the views of the Government of Canada.

 I am completing two years as 
Canada’s Ambassador in Kabul 
on Aug 7, 2011. One of my Afghan 
contacts described me as the “ listening 
Ambassador”.  Other colleagues say 
that Canada has been “ the voice of 
conscience” on human rights, women’s 
r ights and the need to open the polit ical 
space to let more Afghan leaders have 
a voice. I like these descriptions. Who 
would not? But we have paid a heavy 
price to be in a position to exercise this 
inf luence. And our allies - international 
and Afghan -have given us the suppor t 
and encouragement necessary to make 
our voice heard.
 This is a very complex society that has 
gone through so much trauma that even 
Afghans have a hard time describing it 
or their expectations for the future.  So 
I have listened, discussed, argued and 
tr ied to apply what I have learned.  From 
our troops, our dedicated civil servants, 
our police of f icers, our generals, our 
diplomats, our international colleagues 
and most of all from Afghans - the 
teachers, midwives, police commanders, 
human rights activists, Parliamentarians, 
opposition f igures, civil servants, etc.
 I want to star t by addressing some 
of the myths that seem pervasive in 
Western perspectives on this country.  
Then I will describe some of the heroes 
of this mission and of this country - the 
people who are dedicated to building 
the future.  Finally I will talk a bit about 
legacy - what Canada has achieved 
so far and what we as par t of the 
international community hope to achieve 
with our Afghan par tners.
12

M y t h s
 
 Myth:    The Afghan Constitution is a Western 
model unsuited to Afghanistan. 
 Reality: A constitution is essential to build a 
modern state.  The Afghan constitution is the result 
of a process in which a wide array of Afghans were 

involved.  More importantly for Afghans it builds on 
their culture and their history while at the same time 
committing the state to international norms of human 
rights and democracy. It can be amended and no 
doubt in the future it will be.  But it does represent 
now an important foundation on which to build.

 Myth:    Afghans do not want democracy.
 Reality: Afghans have a long history of 
democracy.  Not exercised in the same way 
or through the same institutions with which we 
may be familiar.  But there is a strong tradition of 
consultation at the local level and regionally and 
nationally through jirgas. A Parliament has been 
part of Afghan governance since its independence.  
And traditional governance models which excluded 
women can evolve.  An example is the model for 
inclusive local governance (NSP plus) that Canada 
has supported and which has been implemented by 
the Aga Khan Development Network where women 
in communities participate in decision-making.

 Myth:    Afghan culture does not recognise 
women’s rights.
 Reality: Life became harsher and more 
restrictive for many Afghan women during the jihad 
and of course in the Taliban era.  In the 1960s 
Afghan women, mostly in urban environments, 
enjoyed freedoms that have only returned in the 
past decade.  Afghan women will tell you that it is 
not Afghan religion or culture which prohibits the 
exercise of their rights it is Afghan men who seek 
to control them.  And poverty which grinds down 
everybody and removes choices. 

 Myth:    Afghan civil society is a Western invention.
 Reality: There is a very active Afghan civil 
society that historically has played a vital role in 
delivering services to Afghans around the country 
especially with the collapse of government during 
the years of jihad.  Operating in the refugee camps 
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in Pakistan and then inside the country, Afghan 
NGOs were the backbone for assisting other 
Afghans.  Of course, they are also active in the 
areas of human rights and women’s rights, raising 
awareness of the rights of Afghan citizens.

 Myth:    Afghans do not have a national identity.
 Reality: Afghans are divided by ethnicity and 
tribe. Sometimes those divisions are stoked by those 
who style themselves as ethnic leaders and tribal 
elders or neighbours who exploit ethnic linkages.  But 
it is worth recalling that in all the years of conflict and 
civil war there has never been a serious risk that this 
country would fall apart. For all of their differences 
Afghans are proud to be Afghan. And increasingly a 
younger generation, and a growing urban population 
rejects ethnic and tribal politics.

 Myth:    Corruption is endemic to Afghan culture 
and society.
 Reality: Corruption is a huge problem.  It is 
corroding Afghans’ faith in their own government. 
But it is Afghans who are most upset about what 
corruption has done to their society. I remember one 
of our trainers of Afghan border guards compared the 
attitude of his Afghan students with border guards in 
other developing countries where he had taught. He said 
that unlike others, Afghans acknowledged the reality of 
corruption (in other countries they often deny there is 
corruption) and also stated that it was wrong. But in one 
of the poorest countries in the world where the rule of 
law often depends on uneducated and ill-paid officers 
it is tough to combat corruption. Only the creation of a 
viable economy, stronger institutions and security will 
give Afghans the ability to make choices consistent with 
their own ethics and values.

 Myth:    The Taliban will win because they are 
entrenched in Afghan society.
 Reality: Sometimes there is almost a fatalism in 
reporting about Afghanistan: the international mission 
will fail because we are not Afghan. This is wrapped 
up in a negative view of the Afghan government and 
perhaps linking the Taliban to the Pashtun population, 
historically the dominant minority at about 42%. Talk 
to Pashtuns to get a different view. Like all Afghans 
they reject the idea of a return to Taliban rule. They 
say: The Taliban does not represent me and I am 
a Pashtun! Even in the Taliban heartland support 
is below 25%. The Taliban cannot win militarily 

but they can and will use violence and the 
assistance of allies outside Afghanistan to disrupt, 
assassinate and intimidate. That is not to deny the 
existence of many in the insurgency -- whether 
Taliban or not -- who could be persuaded to return 
to Afghan society if given a genuine choice. Hence 
the promise of reconciliation is that it will give 
many of those who are tired of fighting the chance 
to re-join society provided they give up violence 
and abide by the Constitution.

  Myth:    Afghans and their neighbours can never 
live in peace because they have different interests.
 Reality: Afghanistan exists in a tough region 
of the world.  It is the least prosperous, the least 
secure, the least connected, the least developed 
of almost any comparable region in the world. 
The opportunities for energy, trade, water, 
transportation, mineral exploitation, education, 
investment between the peoples in this region 
lie largely untapped. And most of all, they have 
not entered into agreements to assure their basic 
mutual security. Deep mistrust driven by a history 
of interference in the affairs of Afghanistan and 
one another have made honest dialogue impossible. 
All that said, the world abounds in examples of other 
regions where such mistrust has been overcome. 
The mutual interests exist. For the international 
community, especially those from outside this region, 
we must help neighbours to find a way to live together 
in peace and in their collective interest.

 Myth:    Afghanistan’s past is its future.
 Reality: This myth really annoys me.  It 
emerges in different ways. For some it means that 
Afghanistan has never had much of a government 
and it never will. Other countries can aspire to 
be modern - to have roads, telecommunications, 
health services, agricultural technology, 
growing cities, energy, universities etc - but not 
Afghanistan. The Taliban provide “traditional” 
justice and that is as good as it gets. Ignoring 
the reality that if you are a woman you have no 
access to it. This myth is tied up in outdated 
notions of what Afghanistan needs to survive as 
a nation. Sure it may take a long time to get there, 
but this is a country of young people (over 50% 
under 18) who are now exposed to the wider world 
and who desperately want to be part of it. We 
should not sell them short.           (cont’d page 14)
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(cont’d from page 13)

Myths, heroes and legacies - Kabul 2009 - 2011
by William Crosbie 

Heroes

A total of 161 Canadians have laid down their lives in Afghanistan since 2001:  157 soldiers, one 
diplomat, two NGO workers and a young female journalist. When I have spoken to our soldiers they 
tell me that their hope is to be able to contribute to a peaceful and better-off society in which children 
have a future and women can be full participants. When I first met President Karzai in August 2009, 
he said he hoped that one day Afghanistan would be in a position to re-pay Canadians for their 
sacrifices. Seeing Afghanistan succeed is our reward.
 This is a country full of heroes.  Female teachers who risk going to their job.  Civil servants such 
as those in Kandahar who head up provincial departments responsible for education, culture, health, 
agriculture, womens affairs etc. Police officers. Anyone in elected office, nationally or provincially.  
Anyone in a position of even local authority. I remember clearly a young woman from Nimruz province 
who was participating in a Canadian funded training program for newly elected members of provincial 
councils.  She was maybe 30 years old.  She was serving a second term.  During a Q and A session 
after my presentation, she spoke passionately about what she had learned was the role of an elected 
representative.  She spoke with pride about visiting her constituents, hearing their problems and 
helping to find solutions.  Two months later she was killed in an attack on the provincial council.  
But I have confidence that there will be another woman willing to step forward as there has been 
in Kandahar for those assassinated in many government offices.  When I fear for the future I think 
about those Afghans who are putting their lives on the line daily. For all that we have contributed, the 
heaviest burden is carried by our Afghan friends.
 
Legacies
 
Canada has not built many edifices or projects that visually convey our contribution.  We have 
committed (and almost spent) some C$2 billion in development assistance over the past ten years, 
especially weighted to the past four years of our surge.  Yes there are many structures - schools, 
clinics, training facilities, agricultural outreach, labs, police stations and of course the rehabilitation 
of the Dahla dam and its irrigation system.  But for the most part our legacy is seen in the lives 
of Afghans who have been changed - or saved - by our contributions.  Directly in terms of health 
and education, avoidance of diseases such as polio, training in their professions, funding for small 
projects to earn a livelihood, awareness of their rights and responsibilities as citizens and as elected 
representatives, technical assistance to be better farmers, access to solar power, security to get about 
their lives.  Life-changing contributions for many.
 The legacy we have created so far is one part of a larger mission to which some fifty nations have 
contributed.  None more than our neighbours, the USA.  We are working on adding to that legacy 
with the second mission announced by the Prime Minister to take us to the end of 2014.  Canada will 
now be the second largest contributing nation to the training of the Afghan police and army.  We will 
continue to be major funders in the areas of health and education.  We will proudly continue to support 
the Afghan heroes leading the charge for human rights and womens rights. We will work to promote 
Afghan democracy and those voices dedicated to building the future of Afghanistan, whether they 
support the current government or not.  Afghanistan needs to cultivate its heroes and give them space 
to articulate their visions for the country.                                                                                 (cont’d page 15)
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 In my first public speeches I said that Afghans will succeed when they have the capacity and the 
confidence to build their own future.  I spoke about the trauma of violence: as someone said it is a 
society suffering from post-traumatic stress syndrome but the trauma is not yet over.  Capacity is 
being built.  Over 100,000 Afghan adults have had basic literacy training through the NATO training 
mission.  Literacy, a building block for development.  Education, health, professional training - in 
many areas I have seen a growing Afghan capacity.  Confidence is harder to measure.  It is certainly 
there in the many heroes to whom I have spoken.  But there is something else missing.  Another 
intangible quality.  Trust.  Believing that people will do what they say.  Believing that ideas and vision 
will motivate people to act accordingly.  Being able to look beyond tribe and ethnicity because you 
can trust that people will follow the rules.  This is missing among Afghans and it is missing among 
the governments in the region. And it is missing between Afghans and “the international community”.  
Thirty years of conflict and abandonment by the outside world is a legacy that cannot be overcome 
with anything but deeds and time.  We owe it to our fellow Canadians who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice, to our Afghan and international allies who have done the same, and to our own values and 
ethics to earn that trust and to help Afghans to generate it among themselves.  
  When next you read about another violent incident in Afghanistan, think for a moment about 
the human stories that are not being told.  About the Afghan women, men and children who are 
risking everything to build a future for themselves.  And who are succeeding step by step.  Think 
of Afghanistan not as a geo-strategic threat, a political quagmire, but as a development partner.  
Desperately poor.  People who will need long-term support to rebuild their society just as we have 
supported other countries in need.  They are worthy of all that we give.
 
William R. Crosbie

There are individuals in this world who are larger than life, who 
inspire others to spring into action, who bring light wherever 
they go.  Sally Armstrong is one such person.  When I read the 
famous article written by Sally in Homemaker's Magazine, like so 
many others, I was changed forever.  It took a second article, in 
Chatelaine, and her book, Veiled Threat, to prompt me and others 
of the same bent to take action and, in 2003, the Kingston Chapter, 
Canadians for Women in Afghanistan, was established.  Sally was 
the guest speaker at our first large annual gala and hundreds of 
attendees were equally inspired by her stories, her courage, her 
passionate advocacy for the most vulnerable people in the world. 
     Sally’s influence brings exponential results with people not only 
incensed by the plight of Afghan women, but also prepared to make 
a difference by contributing time or dollars. Subsequently Sally 
was invited back to speak at a second gala a number of years later 
and again she provoked the audience who responded in kind with 
support for the women of Afghanistan.  As National President of 
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan , I can add that this 
same synergy has been echoed in cities and towns across the 
country and beyond. 
     An Afghan proverb states:  “Drop by drop, a river is made”.  Sally 
Armstrong has created a thunderous waterfall!  On behalf of all of 
the members of CW4WAfghan and the Kingston Chapter, we would 
like to express our profound respect, admiration and gratitude to 
Sally Armstrong for making a difference in our lives and in the lives 
of Afghan women and children.   

~  Madeliene Tarasick
President, CW4WAfghan

and Kingston Chapter: Canadians for Women in Afghanistan

A TRIBUTE TO SALLY ARMSTRONG (Sep 30, 2011 OAKVILLE)
Above l-r    CW4WAfghan members Carolyn Reicher, 

Madeliene Tarasick, Janice Eisenhauer with Sally
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