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Nazaneen  Majeed  is   the   founder 
and  director   of   the   schools  that 
CSAW  has  supported  since  1999. 
With children's author Deborah Ellis'
help we  adopted the school  via  the 
US    Feminist   Majority   foundation. 
CSAW      members      have      met
Nazaneen   on   her   two   visits    to 
Canada and receive regular   emails.

“Education  is   the  Light.   May  it 
never be extinguished ” is the quote
that greets Afghan students  as  they
enter their new 12 room school. CSAW’s dream of a school to replace
the dilapidated tents was built with the expert help of Ash Khan and
Canadian donors who contributed $100,000 to make this happen.
This was the highlight for Nazaneen in an otherwise very difficult year
for her in Afghanistan.

In this past year Nazaneen has been faced with many roadblocks.
Security has been a major concern. Twice in the past year Nazaneen
has been spared while others were killed and injured at a market
place. She has witnessed the killing of suicide bombers and received
several threats to close her Peshawar school. Dealing with corrupt
government officials has been frustrating as she has gone about the
business of educating Afghan children.

As if this wasn’t enough, Nazaneen made the agonizing decision to
close her school in Jalalabad due to lack of funding. There is no
doubt that this has been the most challenging year for Nazaneen
since CSAW adopted her schools.

Yet, despite everything, Nazaneen is determined to have her new
school become the best it can be, advocating for additional teacher
training and hoping to start a community resource centre. When
Marianne O’Grady, consultant for Canadian Women for Women in
Afghanistan visited the school in December 2009, she asked a
student what she wanted to be. The child answered, “ I want to be
president of the country and help children like me.  ”  We will
continue to support Nazaneen and hope for a better year.

      
3 Ways to Donate

1. Cheque or Cash at any official CSAW event or Mail cheques to
address in header at the top of page
2. Tax Receipt $30 min. Make cheque to CW4WA - put CSAW on
memo line.   Mail to address in header at the top of page
3. Online: www.canadahelps.org using credit card or interact online.
Under "I want to give to" put "Canadian Women for Women in
Afghanistan"  Click "Donate Now" and enter the amount.  Most
Important under the designation, use pull down menu and choose #6
CSAW

CSAW founder Bev LeFrancois was awarded the Governor General’s
Award in “Commemoration of  the “Persons Case” in October 2009.
The award is given to women who have dedicated their lives to
improving the status of women.  Bev has provided vision and
leadership for women and children
throughout her employment and
volunteer life. Her career as a teacher,
trustee, author and executive director
has led to her extensive volunteer
activities which include being
instrumental in the start up of three
women’s centres, six current
organizations pertaining to women’s
equality issues (includes CSAW) and
many single issue campaigns and
community initiatives.

CSAW members are passionate about
Bev. Her gifts are rare: the ability to
define need, see the bigger picture, conceive a plan of action and
spearhead a cause. Her rarest gift is the profound humility she has
displayed through a lifetime of remarkable achievements and
determined pursuit of promoting the equality of women.
Congratulations, Bev!
                                                                                   Steve McCurry 

            

CSAW hosted its first SUPPER FOR SCHOOLS in September 2009
under the leadership and assistance of Nilofar Yousof. This event
was held to raise funds to help equip the newly built school for girls
in a village outside of Jalalabad, Afghanistan. Famia Haidary and her
extended family cooked and served a scrumptious Afghan feast of
borani, kofta, bulani and much more. 

To Famia and family: 
pronounced)       تشـــــکر 
 Tashakor meaning “Thank 
You!” in Dari)! 

The      evening    included
Afghan  music,  a   fashion
show  and  a  power  point
presentation.   Famia read
a poem that she wrote
depicting the plight of
women in Afghanistan and her daughter, Weeda, inspired by her
mother’s words, sang a song that she had written herself. The
evening was a veritable success, raising $2754.47 and we look
forward to the next SUPPER FOR SCHOOLS with great anticipation.

You too can host a “Supper for Schools” .  Contact:    Christine at:
905-845-4523                                                                                           



VANCOUVER, B.C. – OCTOBER 1-3 2009

CSAW PROJECTS

“BE THE CHANGE THAT YOU WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD.”
- Mahatma Ghandi

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

WANT A FULFILLING WAY TO SPEND TIME?

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 0
Canadian Women for
Women in Afghanistan
(CW4WA) members and
supporters, including
CSAW, from all across
Canada joined together to
d i a l o g u e  o n  t h e
issues affecting Afghan
women and their families.
The focus o f  the
conference     was       on

education, with workshops designed to engage Canadians in
understanding the importance of education for women and girls in
Afghanistan.  The event was undertaken with the financial support of
the Government of Canada provided through the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA).

Some of the most heartfelt and insightful comments were given by the
Afghan speakers including Amir Jamal, a doctoral student in
International Development from the University of Calgary as well as
Jamila Alberzi who is the Executive Director of Afghan Women’s
Welfare Development. Marjan Nazer, a student from University of
British Columbia also shared her experience volunteering at the Omid-
e-Mirun Orphanage in Kabul this past summer. Quidsia Karimi, a
political science student from the University of British Columbia moved
everyone in the room with the emotional and highly charged story of
her fight against discrimination and closed mindedness. The Afghan
perspective provided needed information as well as the motivation to
reaffirm our commitment to the women and girls of Afghanistan.
  
Other inspiring speakers included Karen Christie, Marianne O’Grady
and, of course, Lauryn Oats who continues to act as the conduit for
information concerning the projects and work of CW4WA in
Afghanistan. We recognize and appreciate the work of Janice
Eisenhauer (Executive Director) and Carolyn Reicher (Board
President) of CW4WA for their continued leadership and dedication to
Afghan women and girls, as well as to the Vancouver CW4WA chapter
for hosting this successful conference.

Money we raise supports our three projects in Afghanistan:

-The Afghan Women's Resource Centre (AWRC) : 100% of the
proceeds from our sales of  beautifully handcrafted goods is sent back
to the allow women who make the goods to support themselves & their
families.

- Libraries for Afghanistan:   This money is used to rebuild destroyed
library resources.
                                                                              
- Nazaneen Jabarkhil Education & Health Centre (NEHC)  for Afghan
Women & Children:  Funds raised have enabled thousands of Afghan
children to attend school. With the help of our donors we also
contributed to the building of a new NEHC school in Afghanistan.  We
continue to raise money for Teachers’ salaries ($750 annually per
Teacher), school supplies and furniture.

With your generous help, since October 1999, CSAW has been able
to aid the above three projects. Donations to date are in excess of:
$547,010.45!!! ! 

If you are looking for meaningful volunteer work that makes a global
difference, we welcome you at CSAW. Our volunteers present Human
Rights Programs in schools, make presentations to raise awareness

in the community, sell Afghan goods, do fundraising and assist in
areas such as administration, finance or technology. Whatever time
you have to give will be appreciated.  Join us on the second
Thursday of each month at 9:30 a.m. for our monthly meetings at the
ETFO offices, Room 101 in the Voortmans Office building, 4475
North Service Rd., Burlington, ON (at Appleby Line just north of the
QEW) or contact Ruth at 905 827 2953.

Last May, CSAW enjoyed a special evening to show our heart felt
appreciation to our donors as we celebrated the feat of  reaching
$500,000 in funding. Thank you to all of our donors, members and
friends!

 A special acknowledgment to all of our long term sustaining donors
and friends. This continued support for CSAW is greatly appreciated.
We count on you! Thank you!

 * Sally Armstrong for inspiring people to support our endeavours
 * Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario – Halton Local
 * Women of Halton Action Movement – WHAM
 * Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan – CW4WA
 * ‘A Tiny Shift’ and ‘John Beaudette Web Design’

An enormous thank you to ‘The Power of One’ of St. John’s United
Church in Oakville. Under the leadership of Sue Raynor, they
organized a fundraiser in November 2009 with Sally Armstrong and
raised  $2,500.00 for our Afghan projects. For two years now, St.
John’s United has been instrumental in helping CSAW raise funds.
An enormous thank you to Oakville entrepreneur  C.J. Martin of
C.J.’s Café in Bronte, who held two fundraisers for CSAW
encouraging customers to donate at her café and personally
contributing as well thus raising $2000.00 for NEHC supplies and
furniture.
Kudos to Kawartha Pine Ridge teachers who attended a CSAW led
workshop by Liz Watson ‘Understanding Human Rights in
Afghanistan ’  sponsored by their local Elementary Teachers’
Federation of Ontario, ETFO, who together with their union donated
$750 for one year’s teacher salary.

In 2007,  concerned about the human rights violations against
Afghan girls and women, Alaina
Podmorrow, at the age of 9,
founded Little Women for Little Women
in Afghanistan. In 2008 Alaina received
the Free the Children “Me to We” award
for her work as a youth activist. Her
foundation has raised over $135,000. 

In 2009, CSAW hosted Alaina while she
spoke to  students at schools in Toronto,
Malton and Milton.   Her motto is:
“Education =  Peace”

Alaina and her local group have
produced a series of beautiful posters
with photos and poetry. Please contact
CSAW (see header on page1),  if you would like to display these
posters.

*******
A tree does not move unless there is wind.  Afghan Proverb 


